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Bio-Sketch of Dr. Grace Toney Edwards
Dr. Grace Toney Edwards is Professor Emeritus of English and Appalachian Studies at Radford University and a Research Faculty Associate in the Appalachian Regional Studies Center.  In June of 2010, she retired after thirty years at RU, where she was the founding director of the Appalachian Regional Studies Center and chair of the interdisciplinary Appalachian Studies Program.  As part of Virginia’s Eminent Scholars Program, she served as Dalton Distinguished Professor of Appalachian Studies and English from 1998 through 2004.   Dr. Edwards is the recipient of multiple awards honoring her work over three decades.  Among these are the Commonwealth of Virginia’s Outstanding Faculty Award (1990), the Distinguished Scholar and Service Award of the national Appalachian Studies Association (1999), Educational Service to Appalachia Award given by Carson-Newman College (2006), and the College of Arts and Sciences Outstanding Alumni Award from Appalachian State University (2011).   She was the founder and director of the ongoing Appalachian Arts and Studies in the Schools Program (AASIS), begun in 1996 as a grant-funded partnership project pairing RU students with Appalachian youth to encourage college attendance and cultural appreciation.  She facilitated Radford University’s entry as a charter member into the Appalachian Regional Commission’s Appalachian Teaching Project, a collaborative field-based research effort involving students and faculty from fifteen colleges and universities since 2001.  

Dr. Edwards served as senior editor of A Handbook to Appalachia: An Introduction to the Region, a collaboration among multiple Appalachian scholars, published in 2006.  She was co-editor of the literature section of the Encyclopedia of Appalachia, also published in 2006.  She was guest editor of the fall 2005 edition of the journal Appalachian Heritage, which featured author Emma Bell Miles, and is serving again as guest editor of Appalachian Heritage, winter 2012 edition, focusing on author Breece D’J Pancake. Among Dr. Edwards’ other publications are more than 100 book chapters, articles, essays, and reviews in various journals and periodicals.  She has presented her research widely in venues ranging from local to international.  Her current research interests build upon long-term studies of author Emma Bell Miles of Walden’s Ridge, Tennessee, other notable Appalachian women artists and historical figures, and Appalachian-Scottish-Irish cultural linkages.  
Dr. Edwards holds a Ph.D. degree in English with emphasis in Appalachian Literature and Folklore from the University of Virginia, and M.A. and B.S. degrees in English from Appalachian State University.  She pursued post-doctoral work in Appalachian-Scottish-Irish studies for five summers at Edinburgh University in Scotland and has traveled extensively in the British Isles for research purposes.  
In retirement Dr. Edwards serves on the Board of Directors for three organizations: the Radford Heritage Foundation, Radford, Virginia; the Konnarock Retreat House, Inc., Troutdale, Virginia; and the Edith Bolling Wilson Birthplace Foundation and Museum, Wytheville, Virginia.  She is also Principal Associate in CGJC Enterprises, Education and Research Consultants, a firm owned and operated by Dr. Edwards and her husband, Dr. John C. Nemeth.  Drs. Edwards and Nemeth live in the Childress community of Montgomery County, Virginia.
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